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CHARTING PROGRESS: Achievements, Transition, and Evolution 

Thank you to everyone who made it to this year’s State of the Bar and Law 

Day in the past two weeks. For those who did not, or would like the 

information again, I want to provide a quick recap of the Board of Directors’ 

achievements over the past year: 

First, the EBA continued to host great social events aimed at bringing its 

membership together to talk about . . . nothing in particular (“yada, yada, yada”). The 

membership responded with overwhelming attendance at events like Pizza @@TheBar to 

Breakfast with the Bench and Bar. Be sure to join us on Wednesday, May 8, 4-6pm for the next 

Bar @TheBar! 

With the encouragement and support of Vanderburgh County Prosecutor Diana Moers, the EBA 

welcomed attorney and legal staff members from the Vanderburgh County Prosecutor’s Office. 

This was a great addition, as the Board has long searched for a way to reach that group of local 

attorneys. Not only have they joined our bar, but they have been one of the most involved 

groups in the EBA over the past year. We look forward to working with the Prosecutors’ Office on 

future social and CLE events! 

In recent years, the Paralegal Section of the EBA has consistently demonstrated its strength, 

prompting discussions on expanding its inclusivity to other legal professionals. After thoughtful 

discussion with the section members, the Board moved to rename the group the Paralegal and 

Legal Staff Section, extending the invitation to legal assistants and court staff to join the EBA 

community. This evolution aims to foster a supportive environment for paralegals, court personnel, 

administrators, and as well as those they serve by offering avenues for continuing legal education, 

knowledge exchange, networking opportunities, and professional growth. Additionally, the Section 

is committed to enhancing member retention, recruitment, and engagement. For inquiries about 

membership, please reach out to Emily Holder, incoming chair, at eholder@zsws.com, or Jordan 

Terrell, incoming vice chair, at jordan.terrell@probonoindiana.org. 

The most transformative decision of this Board (IMO) from this past year is related to several of 

the Sections and Committees. Over the past few years, the Board has spent great effort 

attempting to revitalize the Sections and Committees, as involvement was rapidly decreasing. In 

recognizing the will of our membership, the Board made the decision to transition certain 

Sections and Committees to listservs. Those sections are Business and Commercial, Employment, 

Family Law, Probate, Elder Law and Guardianship, Real Property, and Solo Small Firm. 

Committees include Communications, Regional Mock Trial, and Membership. Listserv information 

will be sent to members of each section or committee in June. 

With the decision to transition those Sections and Committees, the CLE Committee will emerge 

as an even more significant driving force, ensuring the EBA maintains its commitment to 

delivering high-quality CLEs to its members.  With that goal in mind, we’re seeking five volunteers 

to join me on the CLE committee.  If you’re ready, willing, and able to be a part of the 

committee, please contact me at cwhitehead@zsws.com. 

Thanks to our exceptional Board of Directors.  Your dedication and work are the foundation of 

our success.  I appreciate your unwavering commitment and invaluable contributions to the 

EBA! 

"If I'm not back in five minutes, just wait longer." – Ace Ventura 

mailto:eholder@zsws.com
mailto:jordan.terrell@probonoindiana.org
mailto:cwhitehead@zsws.com
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VLP News 
By: Senior Judge Sheila Corcoran and Susan Vollmer 

 
May begins with Law Day. The ABA announced the theme this year is “Voices of Democracy.” VLP encourages you to use your 
voice to share with us why pro bono legal help matters to you and why you do, or do not do, pro bono. We would love for you to 
share your experiences doing pro bono and if there is anything we can do to make doing pro bono work better. Without your 
engagement there would be a lot of people in worse situations. How can we help you help others? Please contact 
max.happe@probonoindiana.org to share your voice. 

VLP offers malpractice insurance to legal professionals who do pro bono work with us. VLP tries to find good matches between 
volunteers and those needing help and tries to place cases in which volunteers can make a meaningful contribution to those in need. 

If you would like to hear other voices about Law Day you can check some out here: https://abateacherportal.org/law-day/1968-psa/  

Lastly, the training on working with individuals with Domestic Violence issues for those interested in helping with Protective Order 
hearings is Thursday, May 16. Please contact max.happe@probonoindiana.org if you are interested in attending and helping. 

Thank you for volunteering. 

At Large: 

Judge Matthew Brookman, U.S. Court for the 

 Southern District of Indiana 

Michele Bryant, SKO 

Karey Cain, ZSWS 

Max Happe, Pro Bono Indiana and VLP 

Bill Hussmann, Kightlinger & Gray 

Kristen Koewler-Campbell, ETFCU 

Diana Moers, Vanderburgh Co. Prosecutor’s Office 

Patrick Thomas, KDDK 

Cassee Vivian, Jackson Kelly 

Seth Zirkle, KDDK 

President – Greg Freyberger, Barber & Bauer 

President-Elect – Meagan Brien, United Companies 

Vice President – J. Beau Dial, Dentons 

Secretary/Treasurer - Jamie Dameron, FSO 

Out-of-County - Rhea Jones-Price, Attorney at Law 

Young Lawyer Representative – Caroline Brinster, Dentons 

Judicial Representative - Mag. Celia Pauli, Vanderburgh Circuit Court 

Prior Board Member – D. Tim Born, Terrell, Born, Sullivan & Fiester 

Evansville Bar Foundation Appointment – TBD 

The Annual Meeting of the Evansville Bar Association was held on Thursday, April 25 at the beginning of 

the Law Day Celebration.  Congratulations to the Officers and Board Members that will serve the 

Evansville Bar Association in the coming year: 

Thank you to the departing Board of Directors Members for their dedicated service: 

Mark Abell Jillian Hanneken Keith Vonderahe Cliff Whitehead 

mailto:max.happe@probonoindiana.org
https://abateacherportal.org/law-day/1968-psa/
mailto:max.happe@probonoindiana.org
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T he Evansville Bar Foundation’s Statement of Purpose is “Promoting justice and 

improving lives through the law.”  The primary way in which the EBF fulfills this 

purpose is through the grants it awards each year to qualified local community 

organizations.  This year, the EBF has $24,500 available to award to organizations with 

programing that that meets the foundation’s purpose by promoting: 

 

 community education or awareness of the law; 

 student education or awareness of the law; 

 consumer education of the law; 

 improving delivery of legal services to the community; or 

 other law-related programs, such as programs designed to teach youth how to work within the law and reduce violent 

behavior. 

 

The EBF is so proud and thankful for the active members of the EBA who have donated this year and in years past to make 

these grants possible! 

If you have not donated this grant cycle, please consider doing so. No amount is too small, and donating is quick and 

easy.  Just click on this link https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx or the Donate button below.   

Your donation is tax deductible and reportable under the Rules of Professional Conduct.  Furthermore, if you or your loved 

one wish to consider incorporating the EBF into an estate plan to help fund the EBF for years to come, please contact me 

or any of our EBF Board members.  Thank you again for your continued support. 

To donate: 

Mail a check to 501 Main Street, Suite 101, Evansville, IN  47708 or 

go to https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx by clicking the DONATE button. 

Carrie Roelle 

President  

Thanks to everyone who has contributed thus far to the William H. Miller Law Library in 
response to the Law Library Foundation’s annual appeal for 2024.  
You can still join or renew your membership by contacting Kathleen Weston at the law library 
via phone (812) 435-5175 or email (kweston@vanderburghgov.org). 

PATRONS 
 
Paul F. Arnold 
George C. Barnett, Jr. 
Todd Barsumian  
Claude Bates * 
Jerry P. Baugh * 
Ronald W. Bell * 
Diane L. Bender 
Charles L. Berger  
F. Wesley Bowers * 
David L. Clark * 
Hon. Sheila M. Corcoran 
Patrick A. Duff   
Eugene P. Fine* 
Mark A. Foster 
James E. Gentry, Jr. 
Gary L. Gerling 
Jean E. Hadley 
Joseph H. Harrison * 
Hon. Carl A. Heldt 
Ronald A. Hobgood * 
Mary Jane Humphrey 
James A. Kornblum 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS  
& DONORS 
 
Barry M. Blackard 
Magistrate Molly Briles 
John P. Brinson 
Wilfred C. Bussing, III 
Robert L. Canada 
Robert P. Carithers 
Angela D. Chapman 
Randall K. and Rebecca L. Craig  
     Family Foundation 
Hon. Richard G. D’Amour 
Mallory C. Deckard 
Magistrate Kelli Fink 
Ronald J. Freson 
Michael J. Hayden 
Karen M. Heard 
William G. Hussmann 
John F. Gaither 
David W. Lamont 
Hon. Mary Margaret Lloyd 
Hon. Thomas A. Massey 
Verdelski V. Miller 
Mark Neff 
Michael K. Phillips 
Hunter A. Renschler 
Hon. Randall T. Shepard 
Lane C. Siesky 
Brian K. Smith 
Hon. Wayne Trockman 
Keith W. Vonderahe 
Brent Weil 

LAW FIRM MEMBERS 
 
Barber & Bauer, LLP 
Bob Zoss Law Office, LLC 
Danks & Danks 
Fine & Hatfield 
Foster O’Daniel Hambidge & Lynch 
Gonterman & Meyer Law 
Hatfield Law Office, LLC 
Jackson Kelly, PLLC 
Johnson, Carroll, Norton, & Kent, PC 

Jones•Wallace 
Kahn Dees Donovan & Kahn 
Law Offices of Steven K. Deig, LLC 
Robert John & Associates, PC 
Olsen & White, LLP  
Sheets, Charles & Charles 
Stone & Stratman, LLP 
Terrell, Born, Sullivan & Fiester, LLP 
Tuley Law Office 
Van Haaften & Farrar 
Wilhite & Associates  
Ziemer Stayman Weitzel & Shoulders 

PATRONS - CONTINUED 
 
Legal Aid Society of Evansville 
James W. Little 
Theodore Lockyear * 
Hon. William H. Miller * 
P. Michael Mitchell 
Terry Noffsinger 
Doran E. Perdue * 
Kathryn D. Peters * 
Gayle Gerling Pettinga 
David M. Shaw 
Patrick A. Shoulders 
Charles Spaetti 
Richard B. Steedman 
Volunteer Lawyer Program of SW IN 
Stephan E. Weitzel 
John Whinrey 
Barbara Coyle Williams 
Eric J. Yocum 

* deceased  

https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx
https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx
https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx
mailto:kweston@vanderburghgov.org


Page 4 

Registration and pre-payment required for all EBA CLE.  A virtual option for most EBA CLE is available upon request. 

Call (812) 463-3201, email Ashley@evvbar.org or go online at evvbar.org.   

Real estate ethics 

with Zirkle 

mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
https://evvbar.org/calendar
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Registration and pre-payment required for all EBA CLE.  A virtual option for most EBA CLE is available upon request. 

Call (812) 463-3201, email Ashley@evvbar.org or go online at evvbar.org.   

mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
https://evvbar.org/calendar
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Bar Updates: 

Please welcome attorney members Alyssa Dahl and Casey 

Parker.  Please make these additions and updates to your 

contacts: 

For more information, go to evvbar.org, click the 

MEMBERS tab. 

Jordan Heck 

Berry Global 

101 Oakley Street 

Evansville, Indiana     47710 

(812) 250-3659 

JordanHeck@BerryGlobal.com 

Alyssa Dahl 

The Nice Law Firm, LLP 

1311 West 96th Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana     46260 

(812) 499-1464 

alyssadahllaw@gmail.com 

...Mike Mitchell who was recently 

inducted into the Indiana Boys & Girls 

Club Hall of Fame.  Mike has been 

active in the Club since 1971 when 

he joined the Board of Directors.  

Mike has since volunteered countless 

hours of legal aid, advocated for the 

expansion of service to girls in 1991, 

and continues to advocated for higher education 

among youth.  Well deserved, Colonel Mitchell! 

In case you missed it: 
Susan Wilkie was featured in April 2024 issue of 

Evansville Living.  In case you missed it… 

READ NOW 

https://tinyurl.com/uvfta64r 
 

Chief Justice Randall T. Shepard and Indiana 

University Law Professor Lahny Silva were featured on 

Two Main Street with David James.  In case you 

missed it... 

WATCH NOW 
https://video.wnin.org/video/two-main-street-judge-

randall-shepherd-lahny-silva-tgvojt/ 

Bill Nesmith 

Vanderburgh Co. Public 

Defender Agency 

1 NW MLK Jr. Blvd, Room 202 

Evansville, Indiana     47708 

(812) 435-5900 
wnesmith@vanderburghgov.org 

Casey Parker 

Career Services Dir., SIU Law 

212A Lesar Law Building 

1150 Douglas Drive 

Carbondale, Illinois     62901 

(618) 453-8763 

Caseyparker@siu.edu 

Congratulations to... 

...Marco DeLucio, this year’s 

James Bethel Gresham Freedom 

Award recipient and Debbie 

Stevens, recipient of The Florence 

Britzius Award. Marco and 

Debbie have worked together at 

Ziemer Stayman Weitzel & 

Shoulders for decades.  Debbie 

will retire in September after 38 

years at ZSWS.  Congratulations 

to you both! 

…Cindy Effinger, KDDK, 

this year’s recipient of the 

Outstanding Paralegal 

Award. Cindy is a 

dedicated member of 

the EBA Paralegal and 

Legal Staff Section, is a 

committed volunteer for 

her church, and several 

non-profit organizations. Congratulations, Cindy! 

Cindy is pictured above with Scott Wylie, Brian Williams, 

and Patrick Thomas. 

https://evvbar.org/members/employment-opportunities.aspx
mailto:JordanHeck@BerryGlobal.com
mailto:alyssadahllaw@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/uvfta64r
https://tinyurl.com/uvfta64r
https://video.wnin.org/video/two-main-street-judge-randall-shepherd-lahny-silva-tgvojt/
https://video.wnin.org/video/two-main-street-judge-randall-shepherd-lahny-silva-tgvojt/
https://video.wnin.org/video/two-main-street-judge-randall-shepherd-lahny-silva-tgvojt/
mailto:wnesmith@vanderburghgov.org
mailto:Caseyparker@siu.edu
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05/02 Talk to a Lawyer—4:30-6:00pm, EBA Office 

05/03 CLE—Navigating the Maze (4 CLE/4 Ethics) - Doors open at 11:00am; Lunch at 11:15am with CLE at 11:40am— 

  REGISTER 

05/07 CLE—Case Law Update: Family Law (2 CLE) - 11:00am-1:00pm; Lunch will be provided, EBA Office or Zoom*— 

  REGISTER 

05/08 Bar @TheBar: Cocktails and Cupcakes—4:00-6:00PM, EBA Office 

05/09 EBA Board of Directors Meeting—Noon, 2nd Language 

05/14 EBA Paralegal and Legal Staff Section Happy Hour Open House—4:30-6:00pm, EBA Office—RSVP 

05/16 EBF Board of Directors Meeting—Lunch at 11:45am; Meeting at Noon, EBA/EBF Office 

05/21 Talk to a Lawyer—11:30am-1:00pm, EBA Office 

05/22 EBA Bench & Bar Committee Meeting—Noon, EBA Office 

05/23 CLE—Legal Ethics in Real Estate Transactions (1 CLE/1 Ethics) - Noon, EBA Office or Zoom* - REGISTER 

05/27 EBA Office CLOSED—Have a safe and fun Memorial Day! 

05/30 CLE—Employment Accommodation and the Undue Hardship Defense: How to Know When You Should or Should 

  Not Change Your Workplace (1 CLE) - Noon, EBA Office or Zoom* - REGISTER 

*Zoom available upon request. 

.the EBA can refer 

potential clients to you through the Lawyer 

Referral Service (LRS)? 
 

CURRENTLY NEED ATTORNEYS FOR*: 

Small Claims 

Bankruptcy 

Disability Appeals 
 

Contact Ashley at Ashley@evvbar.org  

or (812) 463-3201 to become a member of 

the LRS. 

*Attorneys for all case types are welcome. 

https://evvbar.org/calendar/register/?eventno=10467
https://evvbar.org/calendar/register/?eventno=10521
mailto:julie@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbvar.org

