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THE MAKINGS OF A GOOD LAWYER: ENGAGEMENT  

As lawyers, we often focus intently on the letter of the law—honing our 

arguments, staying current on statutes, and delivering results for our clients. But 

law is not practiced in a vacuum. It is a profession rooted in human relationships, 

trust, and visibility within the community. That’s why networking and civic 

engagement aren’t just beneficial—they are essential to a thriving and 

sustainable legal practice. 

Legal networking is often associated with client development, and indeed, relationships with 

other attorneys, business leaders, and professionals can lead to referrals and collaborative 

opportunities. But the true value of networking runs much deeper than growing our books of 

clients. 

In a complex and evolving legal landscape, professional networks offer critical resources—

opportunities to exchange ideas, gain perspective on emerging trends, and consult trusted 

colleagues on difficult matters. Whether through bar associations, practice-specific groups, 

or informal lunch meetings with mentors, cultivating these connections builds both 

competence and confidence. 

Networking and engagement also strengthen the profession itself. When lawyers talk—across 

firms, practice areas, and generations—we build understanding and collegiality that supports 

the rule of law. This collegiality is something our EBA is known for across the State. For younger 

attorneys, these relationships can offer mentorship and guidance. For experienced 

practitioners, they are a way to help shape the future of the profession. 

Beyond the legal profession itself, our engagement in civic organizations such as school 

boards, nonprofit boards, service clubs, and local government, enhances our visibility and 

influence in the community. But more importantly, it reinforces the public’s trust in the legal 

profession as a whole. 

Lawyers are uniquely positioned to bring clarity, fairness, and analytical thinking to civic life. 

By contributing our skills to public causes, we fulfill our ethical duty to promote justice and 

serve the common good. Whether it’s volunteering for a legal aid clinic or advising a local 

nonprofit, these efforts demonstrate that we are not just practitioners of the law - we are 

stewards of it.  

Civic engagement can also expand a lawyer’s perspective. Exposure to the real-world 

concerns of citizens, educators, business owners, and public servants makes us better 

advocates. It fosters empathy, creativity, and practical problem-solving—qualities that 

improve both client service and courtroom performance. 

In the current age of digital convenience and remote work, the temptation to remain 

isolated is strong. But our profession cannot thrive behind closed doors. Bar associations, legal 

conferences, civic boards, and community events remain vital arenas for building trust, 

developing leadership, and reinforcing our collective identity as lawyers. Take cues from our 

50 year members Steve Bohleber, Jeff Bosse, Dennis Brinkmeyer, Randall Craig, Will Deems, 

Mark Neff, and Steve Weitzel who have all been engaged and active in both the Bar and 

the greater community. Or take a page from Scott Wylie, recipient of this years’ James Bethel 

Gresham Freedom Award for his outstanding service to the local, state, and national legal 

communities. These members’ full practices are, no doubt, at least partially due to the efforts 

they’ve put forth to stay engaged. 

So, I encourage you to attend those meetings…reach out to that colleague…and join that 

committee. Mentor a young attorney. Serve a local civic board. These acts of engagement 

may seem small, but together they strengthen our practices, our profession, and our 

communities. We as a profession should be known not only for our knowledge of the law, but 

for our visible commitment to the people and places we serve. 
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 Last month we shared info about Homeless Connect. We are happy to update that despite some blustery weather the event 
was still well attended and we were able to get help to many people. VLP, with the help of our civil legal aid partners and 
a few wonderful volunteers that spanned all roles of our legal profession, 119 people received legal help and services in 
just five hours! Most of the people served would otherwise have been unable to get help. This is a fantastic demonstration 
of the impact that just a little volunteerism can have.  

 As the Real ID requirements go into effect on May 7th we focused on some identification issues that can cause hurdles to 
all aspects of life including access to necessary housing and benefits. This link: https://www.in.gov/bmv/licenses-permits-
ids/real-id-overview/ has info for Real ID requirements which may be helpful to some you serve. Letting people know 
about this early gives them time to get documents in order or to determine if a court order may be necessary to create 
consistent documents so that a new ID can be acquired.  We also assisted in areas of family law, debt issues, general 
housing, and much more. Thanks to everyone’s help and I hope if you were not able to attend that you can find time to 
help at a future event. 

 Interested in finding opportunities to help? Want to learn more about what we do? Or interested in updates that may 
impact people in need, like the Real ID requirements?  Go to our website at vlpswin.org or email me directly at 
max.happe@probonoindiana.org. You can click on the “Take a Case” image on our website at https://www.vlpswin.org/
volunteer-opportunities to see a copy of a case list.  

VLP News 
By: Max Happe (max.happe@probonoindiana.org) 

https://www.in.gov/bmv/licenses-permits-ids/real-id-overview/
https://www.in.gov/bmv/licenses-permits-ids/real-id-overview/
vlpswin.org
mailto:max.happe@probonoindiana.org
https://www.vlpswin.org/volunteer-opportunities
https://www.vlpswin.org/volunteer-opportunities
mailto:max.happe@probonoindiana.org
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T he Bar Foundation elected officers and new Board 

Members at the Annual Meeting of the Evansville 

Bar Association on April 24th.  The officers will be Bob 

Carithers, President; Carrie Lynn, Vice President; Laura 

Scott, Treasurer; and Aaron Allen, Secretary. The new 

At-Large members will be Bill Hussmann and Jeremy 

Kemper. The incoming officers all have significant 

experience on the Board, and the incoming Board 

members have expressed an interest in the objectives 

of the EBF and a willingness to be active members. This 

is an outstanding group, and I know that they serve the 

interests of the EBF well. 

     This year the Foundation will be able to award 

almost $31,000.00 in grants to some of the most 

important not for profit groups in our community. The 

EBF is proud and thankful for the active members of the 

EBA who have donated this year and in years past to 

make these grants possible. Some EBA members 

regularly contribute in memory of an EBA, who has 

passed away.  This is special way to honor those we 

have lost. 

     If you have not donated to the 2025 annual 

campaign, please consider doing so. No amount is too 

small, and donating is quick and easy. Just click on this 

link https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx or the DONATE 

button below. 

     Your donation is tax deductible and reportable 

under the Rules of Professional Conduct. Furthermore, if 

you or your loved one wish to consider incorporating 

the EBF into an estate plan to help fund the EBF for 

years to come, please contact me or any of our EBF 

Board members. Thank you again for your continued 

support. 

Mail a check to: 

501 Main Street, Suite 101, Evansville, IN  47708 or 

go to https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx. 

Barbara Coyle Williams 

President  

Court Counsel 

Annual Campaign 

Donors* 

Legacy of Leadership 
Vanderburgh County Prosecutor’s Office 

 

Senior Partner 

Hon. Sheila Corcoran 

Steve Hoar 

David Shaw 

Stewart Richardson Deposition Services 

Friends of the  

Foundation 
Julie Moore Holtz 

Tonya Shumaker 

Attorney of Record 

Barber & Bauer 

Todd Barsumian 

Bill Bender 

Tim Born 

Dan Carwile 

Jim Casey 

Nicholas Golding 

Mike Mitchell 

Ole Olsen 

Mike Schopmeyer 

Laura Scott 

Stone & Stratman 

Steve Thomas 

Hon. Wayne Trockman 

George Barnett, Jr. 

Ted Barron 

Diane Bender 

Dennis Brinkmeyer 

John Brinson 

Hon. Elaine Brown 

Michele Bryant 

Laurie Bumb 

Bill Bussing 

Charlie Berger 

Angela Chapman 

Allison Comstock 

Jamie Dameron 

Kevin Gibson 

Curt Hamilton 

Kelly Jackson 

Kathryn Kornblum 

David Lamont 

Hon. Mary Margaret Lloyd 

Carrie Lynn 

Kevin Martin 

Hon. Tom Massey 

Nathan Maudlin 

Elaine Mittleman 

Hon. Bob Pigman 

Hon. Randall T. Shepard 

Siesky Law Firm 

Brian Smith 

Charlie Spaetti 

Gary Taylor 

Aaron Tuley 

Susan Vollmer 

John Whinrey 

Susan Wilkie 

Scott Wylie 

Seth Zirkle 

Paralegal and 

Legal Staff 

Lead Counsel 

Bob Carithers 

Marc Fine 

Foster O’Daniel Hambidge & 

Lynch 

David Robinson 

Carrie Roelle 

Tuley Law Office 

Barbara & Brian Williams 

* 2025 Campaign donations received November 1, 2024-April 30, 2025 

In Memory Of...  

Members and friends of the Evansville Bar Association who 

have passed away are remembered by friends and 

colleagues with contributions to the  

John L. Sanders Memorial—Evansville Bar Foundation. 
 

Thank you for your contributions in memory of… 

Burley Scales 

Melissa Alldredge 

Jeana Goebel 

Lauren Gore 

Jordan Terrell 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__evvbar.org_foundation.aspx&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=tVYg3vUabVMCUGymVa4ywIw6qtKj7rpYGq6DYr1dzos&m=BcAEJQlua2SGl8SlWtsp8jxLr4CmlQqwPthfo97ZMr0Vlynj8UTOlaJ3g5EU7stw&s=lRpwKnMYv
https://evvbar.org/foundation.aspx
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Registration and pre-payment required for all EBA CLE.  A virtual option for most EBA CLE is available upon request. 

Call (812) 463-3201, email Ashley@evvbar.org or go online at evvbar.org.   

Breakfast with 
the Judge 

Hon. Andrea K. McCord 
US Bankruptcy Court  

Southern District of Indiana 
1 CLE 

 

Wednesday, May 14 

Check-in and Light Breakfast - 8:00am 

CLE Presentation - 8:15am 

 

Evansville Bar Association 
501 Main Street, Suite 101—Downtown Evansville 

 
Member $45 

Non-member $65 

 
To register call (812) 463-3201, email 

ashley@evvbar.org or go to evvbar.org. 

mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
https://evvbar.org/calendar
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
https://evvbar.org
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Registration and pre-payment required for all EBA CLE.  A virtual option for most EBA CLE is available upon request. 

Call (812) 463-3201, email Ashley@evvbar.org or go online at evvbar.org.   

CLE COURSES 

AVAILABLE ON 

DEMAND! 
 

We’ve got more than 20 hours of CLE 

programming for you to enjoy whenever or 

wherever it’s convenient for you—and, 

members save 25%! 

 
EBA MEMBERS use  

coupon code: eba20mem  
for member pricing! 

 

Go to the EBA website at 

evvbar.org and  

click the CLE button!  
 

The CLE Commission will not approve online CLE credit if you 

previously received credit for the same live course.  It is your 

responsibility to monitor your credits.  

mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
https://evvbar.org/calendar
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qb_0BHCZB0_7R3JMRp3NLSSi-0L6QLTSHHh6XhZmKoKHuAWbwGlLjpkXB_Kshj63AYn8qUaSydxwFlzvmHjvGIv2-Ij_zibwxFJwd0w9MZRpvwSuWhU8nNH1ofafVjABSwMk-crphPk=&c=fkL-Z2aE14AfdXae88XV_TAOSECTVtqYn3x1yMFxqgk82U5Fl9vhow==&ch=_VUsb6q7mznT5yhz53H5jLjhy
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qb_0BHCZB0_7R3JMRp3NLSSi-0L6QLTSHHh6XhZmKoKHuAWbwGlLjg8WaOL_YIxae9xvo5f-jy8Of4vS1cfwrBBPQpjYGihtJrSPt8XCbw7vl--18hAavhAPy8lQLn7j9b9es2bnsRHMd7XUZF32Dg2-S-isvFnjDh7PZElzg3ZSJ0HdPmJwNVGVlG5L-Yp6PeOR4SLJ6dIrsIufMO1r9DMjWEFMlM5W&c=f
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Bar Updates: Please take a moment to update your contacts! 

Join us in welcoming our newest members! 

Attorney Member: Andrew Kuhlenhoelter 

Non-Attorney Members: Jennifer Beard, Lydia Biggs, Shawn Fullerton 

and Kristy McDaniel 

Logan Tedrow 

Pike County Prosecutor’s Ofc 

801 Main Street 

Petersburg, Indiana     47567

(812) 354-8761 

ltedrow@pikecounty.in.gov 

Randall K. Craig 

Retired 

(812) 430-6271 

rkcraig100@gmail.com  

Mallory Deckard 

Hacking Immigration Law 

O  (314) 961-8200 

mdeckard@hackinglawpracti

ce.com 

Andrew Kuhlenhoelter 

Woods & Woods 

PO Box 1287 

Evansville, Indiana     47706

(812) 426-7200 
andrew.kuhlenhoelter@woodslawyer

s.com 

Carter Gallagher 

Marion County PD Agency 
3115 Southeastern Ave., Ste. 300 

Indianapolis, Indiana     46203

(317) 327-4100 

carter.gallagher3@indy.gov 

Lydia Biggs 

Dentons 

One Main Street, Suite 600 

Evansville, Indiana     47708

(812) 437-0200 

lydia.biggs@dentons.com 

Kristy McDaniel 

Dentons 

One Main Street, Suite 600 

Evansville, Indiana     47708

(812) 437-0200 

kristy.mcdaniel@dentons.com 

Shawn Fullerton 

Dentons 

One Main Street, Suite 600 

Evansville, Indiana     47708

(812) 437-0200 
shawn.fullerton@dentons.com 

Jennifer Beard 

Dentons 

One Main Street, Suite 600 

Evansville, Indiana     47708

(812) 437-0200 

jennifer.beard@dentons.com 

Woods & Woods 

808 SE 3rd Street 

Evansville, Indiana     47713 

O:   (812) 426-7200 

Melissa Alexander melissa.alexander@woodslawyers.com 

Trisha Dudlo-McCracken 

 trisha.dudlo-mccracken@woodslawyers.com 

Zach T. Evans zachary.evans@woodslawyers.com 

Jennifer Keppler jennifer.keppler@woodslawyers.com 

Andrew Kuhlenhoelter  

 andrew.kuhlenhoelter@woodslawyers.com 

Krystal Lechner krystal.lechner@woodslawyers.com 

Lori Underwood lori.underwood@woodslawyers.com 

Neil Woods nwoods@woodslawyers.com 

On April 11, Vanderburgh 

Circuit Court Judge Ryan D. 

Hatfield received the Emerging 

Voice Award from Purdue 

University’s College of Liberal 

Arts.  Congratulations, Your 

Honor! 

In April, Judge Krista 

Hamby Weiberg 

launched a “Little Free 

Courthouse Library” in 

Warrick County to help 

make visits to the 

courthouse a little less 

intimidating for families. 

“I know that coming to 

the courthouse can be 

a very scary place for 

some children and adults. I am hoping that this 

Little Free Courthouse Library can help ease 

some of that anxiety and fear,” said Judge 

Weiberg. 

Well done, Judge Weiberg! 

https://evvbar.org/members/employment-opportunities.aspx
mailto:ltedrow@pikecounty.in.gov
mailto:rkcraig100@gmail.com
mailto:mdeckard@hackinglawpractice.com
mailto:mdeckard@hackinglawpractice.com
mailto:andrew.kuhlenhoelter@woodslawyers.com
mailto:andrew.kuhlenhoelter@woodslawyers.com
mailto:carter.gallagher3@indy.gov
mailto:lydia.biggs@dentons.com
mailto:kristy.mcdaniel@dentons.com
mailto:shawn.fullerton@dentons.com
mailto:jennifer.beard@dentons.com
mailto:melissa.alexander@woodslawyers.com
mailto:trisha.dudlo-mccracken@woodslawyers.com
mailto:zachary.evans@woodslawyers.com
mailto:jennifer.keppler@woodslawyers.com
mailto:andrew.kuhlenhoelter@woodslawyers.com
mailto:krystal.lechner@woodslawyers.com
mailto:lori.underwood@woodslawyers.com
mailto:nwoods@woodslawyers.com


Page 7 

05/01 Deadline to Register for BASES ARE LOADED—Cubs at Cardinals, June 26—to register, call (812) 463-3201 

 Talk to a Lawyer—4:30-6:00pm, EBA Office 

05/06 CLE—Immigration Law: What Every Attorney Should Know in 2025 (2 CLE) - 11:00am-1:00pm, Lunch provided, 

  EBA Office or Zoom—Register at (812) 463-3201 or ashley@evvbar.org. 

05/07 CLE—Lunch with the Judge: Hon. Robert Pigman (1 CLE) - Lunch at 11:30am, CLE Noon-1:00pm, Lunch  

  provided, EBA Office—Register at (812) 463-3201 or ashley@evvbar.org. 

05/08 EBA Board of Directors Meeting—Lunch at 11:45am, Meeting at Noon, EBA Office 

05/09 EBA Paralegal and Legal Staff Section Meeting—5:00-7:00pm, EBA Office—RSVP at julie@evvbar.org 

05/14 CLE—Breakfast with the Judge: Hon. Andrea K. McCord (1 CLE) - Breakfast at 8:00am, CLE 8:15-9:15am, EBA 

  Office—Register at (812) 463-3201 or ashley@evvbar.org. 

05/15 EBF Board of Directors Meeting—Lunch at 11:45am, Meeting at Noon, EBA/EBF Office 

05/16 CLE—The Many Faces of Law: What Non-Attorneys Want You To Know (2 CLE) - 11:00am-1:00pm, Lunch  

  provided, EBA Office or Zoom—Register at (812) 463-3201 or ashley@evvbar.org. 

05/20 Talk to a Lawyer—11:30am-1:00pm, EBA Office 

05/26 EBA OFFICE CLOSED—Memorial Day 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed thus far to the William H. Miller Law Library in response to the 
Law Library Foundation’s annual appeal for 2025.  
You can still join or renew your membership by contacting Kathleen Weston at the law library via phone 
(812) 435-5175 or email (kweston@vanderburghgov.org). 

PATRONS 
 
Paul F. Arnold 
George C. Barnett, Jr 
Todd Barsumian 
Claude Bates * 
Jerry P. Baugh * 
Ronald W. Bell * 
Diane L. Bender 
Charles L. Berger 
F. Wesley Bowers * 
David L. Clark * 
Hon. Sheila M. Corcoran 
Patrick A. Duff 
Eugene P. Fine* 
Mark A. Foster 
James E. Gentry, Jr. 
Gary L. Gerling 
Jean E. Hadley 
Joseph H. Harrison * 
Hon. Carl A. Heldt 
Ronald A. Hobgood * 
Mary Jane Humphrey 
Emily and Jeremy Kemper 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS  
& DONORS 
 
Dennis L. Brinkmeyer 
John P. Brinson 
Wilfred C. Bussing, III 
Robert L. Canada 
Robert P. Carithers 
Angela D. Chapman 
Hon. Richard G. D’Amour 
Mallory C. Deckard  
John F. Gaither, Jr. 
Jeana Goebel 
Michael J. Hayden 
Karen M. Heard 
Kathryn L. Kornblum 
David W. Lamont 
Yvette M. LaPlante 
Hon. Mary Margaret Lloyd 
Kevin R, Martin 
Hon. Thomas A. Massey 
Verdelski V. Miller 
Mark E. Neff 
Hunter A. Renschler 
Lane C. Siesky  
Brian K. Smith  
Gary G. Taylor 
Hon. Wayne S. Trockman 
Keith W. Vonderahe 
Brent R. Weil 
R. Scott Wylie 

LAW FIRM MEMBERS 
 
Barber & Bauer, LLP 
Bob Zoss Law Office, LLC 
Danks & Danks 
Dentons Bingham Greenebaum  
Farmer Scott Ozete Robinson & 
Schmitt 
Fine & Hatfield 
Foster O’Daniel Hambidge & Lynch 
Jackson Kelly, PLLC 
Johnson, Carroll, Norton, & Kent, PC 
Kahn Dees Donovan & Kahn 
Olsen & White, LLP  
Phillips Law, P.C. 
Robert John & Associates, PC 
Salmon & Hewins, LLC 
Sheets, Charles & Charles 
Stone & Stratman, LLP 
Terrell, Born, Sullivan & Fiester, LLP 
Tuley Law Office 
Van Haaften & Farrar 
Vanderburgh Prosecutors Office 
Ziemer Stayman Weitzel & Shoulders 

PATRONS - CONTINUED 
 
James A. Kornblum 
Legal Aid Society of Evansville 
James W. Little 
Theodore Lockyear * 
Hon. William H. Miller * 
P. Michael Mitchell 
Terry Noffsinger 
Doran E. Perdue * 
Kathryn D. Peters * 
Gayle Gerling Pettinga 
David M. Shaw 
Patrick A. Shoulders 
Charles Spaetti 
Richard B. Steedman 
Volunteer Lawyer Program of SW Ind 
Stephan E. Weitzel 
John Whinrey 
Barbara Coyle Williams 
Eric J. Yocum  

* deceased  

mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:julie@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:ashley@evvbar.org
mailto:kweston@vanderburghgov.org

